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"transformation of social conditions," but not to
achieve its complete eradication since, as the members
of this school assert, society will at all times and under
all conditions have with it the phenomenon of crime
just as it has death and disease. The Marxist crimi-
nology of the Soviets flatly states that crime is curable.
The cure which it proposes is the abolition of the capi-
talist system.
What the Marxian approach to criminality and the
problem of its total eradication maintains and en-
visages was outlined by the Italian socialist leader
Turati in his book challenging the Lombrosian
theory of the "born criminal." Though Turati's state-
ment of the Marxian position on crime was made in
1883 and is therefore half a century old, it has re-
mained the classic definition of the socialist attitude
toward crime and the criminal.
"The cause of crime," Turati wrote,* "lies in the
chaotic state of our social structure, in the unequal
distribution of property, in the antagonism between
classes, in the ignorance and poverty of those living
in the lower depths. The shameless contrast between
the idleness of the rich and the crushing labor of the
poor are fatal stimuli to crime.... No one in the
lower strata of society is today safe from the night-
mare of criminality; no one has the certainty that his
near ones, that his children, that he himself may not
end his days in a convict's cell."
* F. Turati. II Delitto e Questione Sociale, Milano, 1885.